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The legal basis 

Regulation (EU) 1305/2013, Art. 57(3): 
"Operational groups shall disseminate the results of 
their project, in particular through the EIP network" 

 

EIP guidelines:  

• "substantial results of use to others" 

• "knowledge freely available to all" 

• "In the framework of the EIP network, it is useful 
for raising awareness and opening up contact 
possibilities between OGs to communicate on the 
activities of operational groups as from the 
start of their project." 

 



The Common format for the output of 
EIP projects 

Guidelines on Programming for Innovation and the 
Implementation of the EIP–AGRI (Feb 2016 update 
to version of Dec 2014) 

• Section 4.6 Dissemination of the results of 
operational groups: "A common format, incl "practice 

abstract(s)", to communicate on operational groups during 
their activities and to disseminate their results …" 

• refers to the content of the common format in the 
updated Annex: Common elements for project 
information to be disseminated to practitioners 



• Short and easily understandable title (one key sentence, max 
150 char.) 

• Short summary/ies ="practice abstract(s)" in easily 
understandable language (max 1500 char.): 

• What problem will the knowledge generated solve for the 
end-user? What will be the main benefits to the 
practitioner? 

• Main outcome/recommendation (2-3 main results) 

• Contact data: Project coordinator (+ address, e-mail, 
telephone), text editor, project partners (+ address, e-mail, 
telephone), geographical location, project period, funding 
source & budget, link to project website and to a website 
where info stays long-term available 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

Common format for practitioners ('practice 
abstracts'): info shared through the EIP network  



"The value of an 
idea lies in the 
using of it." 

  

 Thomas Alva Edison – 
inventor of the light bulb 

Having potential innovative knowledge is one thing, 
turning it into reality is another.  

 

 

  



The Common format template in SFC 

• N.B. The (temporary) Excel template will be fully 
integrated in the SFC interface by the second half 
of 2016  

 

• Worth noting: the Excel template can be used 
as a support to help RD managing authorities to 
collect the required information from Operational 
Groups to facilitate transmission into SFC 

 



Common format template in SFC 

WHAT: 

• All fixed elements as requested in the "Common 
format" linked to the project + a number of  
"Practice abstract(s)" reflecting the evolving 
content/output of the project. 

• Final report to be annexed to the Common format 
at the end of the project 

Important: 

Unique project identifier (key for further updates) 

 

 

 



Common format template in SFC 



Common format template in SFC 

WHEN: 

• at any moment when useful, all along the life-
cycle of the project, at least at the beginning 
and the end (= results) of the project 

WHY: 

• (1) to enable contacting partners and incentivise 
efficient knowledge exchange, and 

• (2) to disseminate output and results of the 
project "ready and relevant for practice", in a 
concise and easy understandable way to 
practitioners.  

• https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/eip-agri-common-format  
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Common format template in SFC 

• By WHO: 

• Operational Groups: expected to provide main 
information to managing authorities through the 
template 

• At the beginning (in principle through the application 
form) 

• For following updates 

• At the end (+ final report) 

 

• RD managing authorities: transmission of 
information to the EC through SFC 

 

 



Submitting the 
template in SFC: 

 

New menu item available 

 

 

 



WHERE TO FIND IT: 
SFC2014 > Support Portal > Support Materials MS > Programming > EIP 

https://ec.europa.eu/sfc/en/2014/support-ms/eip  

https://ec.europa.eu/sfc/en/2014/support-ms/eip
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To sum up… 

• Transmission of the EIP common format in SFC: 

• - New menu item under Programming > EIP 

• - Create "new document" 

• - Attach Excel file(s) / common format 

• - Send 

The Excel file /common format is ready-to-use 
and print (PDF): easier for contacting OGs, H2020 
consortia partners, collecting and sharing information.  



Context for reporting/informing on OGs: 

• Key in exchanging knowledge within the framework of the 
EIP network: raising awareness and encourage contacts (e.g. 
link with EIP SP events and EIP Focus Groups). 

• As of H2020 call 2016, all multi-actor projects and 
thematic networks are obliged to produce practice abstracts 
and use the EIP "Common format" 

• All other projects from whatever funding source are also 
welcomed to use the same format.  

• All this will form a unique practice-oriented interoperable 
repository at EU level, rewarding researchers for impact. 

• Partner search: the common format enables OGs to be 
quickly visible for other partners and innovation actors, H2020 
consortia and national projects 

 



Rural Development Horizon 2020 

• Funding for setting up 
of an “Operational 
Group“: farmers, 
advisors, agribusiness, 
researchers, NGOs, etc) 
planning an innovation 
project (Art 35) 

• Project funding for the 
Operational Group’s 
project (Art 35). This co-
operation could be 
combined with other RD 
measures (e.g. 
investment, knowledge 
transfer, advice)  

• Supporting innovation 
support services  

 

 

• Research projects, 
to provide the 
knowledge base for 
innovative actions 

• Interactive 
innovation formats 
such as multi-actor 
projects and 
thematic networks 
genuinely involving 
farmers, advisors, 
entreprises, etc…. 
"all along the 
project"  

 

eip-agri 

European Innovation Partnership EIP-AGRI 

EIP 
networks 

in 
MS/regions 

Involvement of OGs is 
strongly recommended 



NRN 

NRN 

NRN 

NRN 
NRN 

NRN 

NRN 

NRN 
NRN 

NRN 

NRN 

NRN 

NRN 

NRN 

NRN 

NRN 

NRN 

NRN 

NRN 

NRN 

NRN 

NRN 

NRN 
NRN 

NRN 

NRN 

An EU wide EIP network, supported under 
Rural development policy 
 
 
Linking with H2020 



Connecting actors and animating innovative actions (Art.54): 

• The action plan of the National Rural Network (NRN) 

should foster innovation and cover at least  

• the search of partners for Operational Groups 

• provide networking for advisors and innovation support 

services 

• So, the NRN activities should connect within the region/country 

to existing networks and experience, and link to advisors and 

other actors to incentivise innovation projects and sharing 

needs from practice and information 

• NRNs will make use of the info in the EIP common format for 

connecting partners and projects (=> reflect on OG info 

exchange mode between NRN/Man. Auth.) 

 

Focus on the role of EIP networking at 
national/regional level by NRNs: 



The EIP-AGRI website 

http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture  

http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture


Learn about Horizon 2020 multi-actor 
projects 

Workshop "Interactive 
innovation in motion: multi-
actor projects and thematic 
networks under Horizon 
2020" 24/11/2015: 

Event page: 
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2
020/en/news/interactive-innovation-
motion-multi-actor-projects-and-thematic-
networks-under-horizon-2020 

Multi-actor approach and thematic networks in call 2016: 
videostreamed presentation (from 0:53:00 till 01:47:00) 

https://scic.ec.europa.eu/streaming/workshop-on-multi-actor-
approach-and-thematic-networks-under-horizon-2020    
 
+ Questions & answers, including examples from call 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Innovation is: an idea put into 
practice with success !  

 

Thank you for your attention 

    

To an „Agriculture of Knowledge“ 

Join the EIP 

www.eip-agri.eu 
 

Inge.Van-Oost@ec.europa.eu 

Fabio.Cossu@ec.europa.eu 

 

 


