
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background  

The ex post evaluation is a summative evaluation 

of a Rural Development Programme (RDP) after 

it has been completed. It is conducted at a point 

where it is possible to assess impacts and the 

added value of the programme funding, both at 

EU and RDP level. It is therefore an important 

means to show programme achievements with 

the funds spent, justify the programme budget 

and enhance the transparency and accountability 

of EU rural policy to stakeholders and taxpayers.   

 

Even though the ex post evaluation is conducted 

at the end of a programming period, when the 

new policy is already designed and partly 

implemented, it has an important role in bridging 

the old and new programming periods:  

- Relevant information and 

recommendations can be used to 

improve the implementation of the new 

programme. 

- It serves as a reference when preparing 

the enhanced AIRs of 2017 and 2019 

and is relevant for transition measures 

between programming periods.   

- The ex post evaluation can also be seen 

as validating the baseline values that are 

set for the programming period 2014-

2020. 

 

Read More:  
Guidelines for the ex post evaluation (June 2014) >>> 

Methods for assessing 
impacts of Rural 
Development 
Programmes 2007-13 

Practices and solutions for 
the ex post evaluation 
 
 

Palermo (Italy), 4-5 July 2016 

 

Please register by filling the following  
online-form by 27 June 2016 >>>. 
 
Participation is subject to confirmation via e-mail.  
 

 

   
 

 

Good Practice Workshop 

 

How to reach the meeting venue: 

 

Venue:  

Assessorato Regionale dell’Agricoltura, dello Sviluppo 

Rurale e della Pesca Mediterranea 

Viale Regione Siciliana 2771, 90145 Palermo. 

 

Overall Coordination: 

European Evaluation Helpdesk for Rural Development  

Boulevard Saint-Michel 77-79, B-1040 Brussels 

Tel. +32 2 737 51 30, E-mail: info@ruralevaluation.eu  

Local Organizers & Hosts: 
 

Regione Siciliana 
Dott. Gaetano Aprile 
Responsabile Area Interdipartimentale per la Sorveglianza 
e Valutazione dei Programmi Comunitari e Nazionali 
Dipartimento Regionale Dell'Agricoltura 
Viale Regione Siciliana 27721 - 90145 Palermo 
Tel +39 091 7076156 
E-mail: gaetano.aprile@regione.siciliana.it 
 

Rete Rurale Nazionale 2014/2020 
CREA - Consiglio per la ricerca in agricoltura e l'analisi 
dell'economia agraria 
Via Libertà, 203 - 90143 Palermo 
Tel. +39 091 6251374 
E-mail: francesca.varia@crea.gov.it                       

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/app_templates/enrd_assets/pdf/evaluation/epe_master.pdf
https://form.jotformeu.com/61454256592359
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/evaluation/
http://pti.regione.sicilia.it/portal/page/portal/PIR_PORTALE
http://www.reterurale.it/


 

 
Objectives 

This Good Practice Workshop aims to provide a 

forum for the discussion and exchange of evaluation 

practices used by ex post evaluators. The workshop 

will be a forum for evaluators, Managing Authorities, 

EC representatives and the authors of the guidelines 

for the ex post evaluation of 2007-2013 RDPs in 

order to   

 discuss the methodological approaches chosen 

to assess results & impacts of RDPs 2007-13,  

 exchange on the usefulness of the data used 

and the solutions found to overcome data-gaps,  

 explore the robustness of the answers to the 

evaluations questions, and the conclusions and 

recommendations developed, 

 identify quality criteria for sound evaluation 

reports.  

Main target audience 

Evaluators & academics will exchange on evaluation 

practices used in the ex post. Managing Authorities 

will be familiarised with the ECs expectations and 

discuss the EC’s quality assessment of ex post 

reports.   

Method 

Working language: English for presentations, 

discussion in plenum. Group work sessions in other 

languages possible, provided enough participants.  

Outcome 

The workshop documentation will be published on 

the website of the European Evaluation Helpdesk for 

Rural Development and presented to the Expert 

Group on Monitoring and Evaluating the CAP. 

10:00 Setting the frame 

 Welcome  

 

 

 

 

On. Antonello 
Cracolici, Assessore 
all'Agricoltura, 
Sviluppo rurale e 
Pesca mediterranea, 
Regione Siciliana 

Gaetano Cimò, 
Sicily RDP MA 
 
(tbc) 

 Objectives and agenda 
Evaluation Helpdesk 

 Ex post evaluation of  RDPs 
2007-2013: Expectations and 
use 

Fernando Fonseca, 
DG AGRI Unit E.4 

 Methodological challenges 
related to the ex post assessment 
of results and impacts: lessons 
from the MTE  

Evaluation Helpdesk 

Rete Rurale 

 

 Reflection round Co-discussants: 
authors of ex post 
evaluation guidelines 

 
13.00 Lunch break 

 
14:00 Sharing experiences  

 Case studies from evaluations in 
Member States (Part 1) 

o Theory of change  

o Quantitative methods  

 Quasi-experimental design 
(PSM/DID, Generalized 
PSM etc.). 

 Non-experimental design, 
e.g. structural models  (e.g. 
input-output scenario)  

Case study 
presenters: 
evaluators from 
Member States  
 

 

 Reflection round  Co-discussants: 
authors of ex post 
evaluation guidelines 

18.00 End of day 1 

9:30 Developing solutions  

 Introduction to the day 
 

 Case studies from evaluations 
in Member States (Part 2) 

o Qualitative methods  

Evaluation Helpdesk  
 
Case study 
presenters: 
evaluators from 
Member States 

 Reflection round 
 

Co-discussants: 
authors of the ex post 
evaluation guidelines 

 

10:45 Coffee & snacks 

 

11:15 Concluding session 

 Answering Evaluation 
Questions in the ex post 
evaluation 
 

 Assessing ex post 
evaluations of RDPs 2007-
2013: How will the European 
Commission look at the ex post 
reports? 

 

 Conclusions 
 
 
 
 

 Workshop closing 

Jela Tvrdonova 
Evaluation Helpdesk 
 
 
 
Sari Rannanpää, 
Evaluation Helpdesk  
 
 
 
 
 
Fernando Fonseca, 
DG AGRI Unit E.4 
Evaluation Helpdesk 
Rete Rurale 
Regione Siciliana 
 

 

13.00 End of the meeting  
 

 
 

AGENDA 4 July 2016 AGENDA 5 July 2016 

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/evaluation

