


Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR)
- a few key figures -



What is antimicrobial resistance (AMR)?

Adapted from: http://antibiotic-action.com/
Antibiotic Action was established in 2011 and is wholly funded by the British Society for Antimicrobial Chemotherapy (BSAC)

http://antibiotic-action.com/
http://www.bsac.org.uk/


AMR: need for a ‘One Health’ approach!
 Human health
 Animal health
 Environment



Examples of existing initiatives                
to fight AMR

 Ban on the use of antibiotics as feed additives for growth 
promotion (2006)

 Other targeted initiatives at EU level, at Member States 
level, at stakeholders level

 National Action Plans against AMR

 EU Action Plans against AMR (2011 & 2017)

 Guidelines for the prudent use of antimicrobials in 
veterinary medicine (2015)



Significant progress                                    
in reducing antimicrobial use in the EU

9th European Surveillance of Veterinary Antimicrobial Consumption 
(ESVAC) Report

Oct.2019

• 32.5%   overall sales across Europe (2011-2017),
162.0 mg/PCU in 2011; 109.3 mg/PCU in 2017

• heterogeneous situation among European 
Countries.

BUT there is still much to achieve! 
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/report/sales-veterinary-antimicrobial-
agents-31-european-countries-2017_en.pdf

https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/report/sales-veterinary-antimicrobial-agents-31-european-countries-2017_en.pdf


New EU Regulations on 
Veterinary Medicinal Products & Medicated Feed 

will help increase the fight against AMR!

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2019/6/oj
(EU) 2019/6: Veterinary Medicinal Products (VMPs)

(EU) 2019/4: Medicated Feed (MF)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2019/4/oj

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2019/6/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2019/6/oj


 restrictions on metaphylactic use

 ban on preventive use of antibiotics in groups of animals

 obligation for EU Member States to collect data on sales & 
use per species of antimicrobials

 reinforced ban on the use of antimicrobials for promoting 
growth (in addition to the 2006 EU ban of using antibiotics as growth promoters in feed)

 possibility to reserve certain antimicrobials for humans only

 other measures: prudent & responsible use

The new EU Regulations on VMP and MF
Concrete Measures to fight AMR                                             

applicable to EU operators

 ban on preventive use of antimicrobials via medicated feed



 ban on the use of antimicrobials for promoting growth

 possibility to reserve certain antimicrobials for humans only

The new EU Regulations on VMPs
Concrete Measures to fight AMR                                             

relevant to Third Country operators exporting to the EU



Keeping the political momentum 
to fight AMR at Global level

G7 / G20 United Nations

https://www.who.int/antimicrobial-
resistance/interagency-coordination-
group/final-report/en/

https://www.who.int/antimicrobial-resistance/interagency-coordination-group/final-report/en/


Call for action: International Fora
EU WHO Codex FAO

OIE



European Green Deal & Farm to Fork Strategy 
Reducing the overuse and misuse of antibiotics



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxzvOSKVGdQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxzvOSKVGdQ


The future CAP & AMR



More information 
on the new EU Regulations on VMPs and MF: 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/health/veterinary-medicines-
and-medicated-feed_en

https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/health/veterinary-medicines-and-medicated-feed_en
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