
NATIONAL MONITORING AND EVALUATION NETWORK EU-PROGRAMMES FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT GERMANY (MEN-D): 
MONITORING- UND EVALUIERUNGSNETZWERKES DEUTSCHLAND

The tasks of the two main German net-
works (NRN and Monitoring & Evaluation 
Network) are coordinated through a clear 
division of work: M&E Network is respon-
sible for all M&E related tasks at the 
RDP and national levels and the NRN 
supports M&E activities at the sub-RDP 
level, specifically for Local Action 
Groups’ task of self-assessment.

Background

In the beginning of 2014, with the publication of the EU’s regulations for the programming 
period 2014 - 2020, MEN-D began to prepare a ‘ToR Template’ for the German Managing 
Authorities (MAs). The aim of this ‘ToR Template’ was to reduce the administrative 
burden for MAs and to avoid inefficient individual preparation. Finding a balance for 
the ‘ToR Template’ between standardisation and the specific needs of the different RDPs/-
MAs was of great importance. In order to achieve this goal, the ‘ToR Template’ has been 
divided up by different evaluation tasks in order to provide individual building blocks, which 
could then be chosen to meet each MAs’ individual and unique needs. 
The documents have been developed, discussed and agreed in close cooperation with the 
target group (MAs).  These documents and templates are very good instruments for 
the direct implementation of support by the MAs (comparable material was provided 
for RDP evaluation plans and specific parts of the AIR submitted in 2017).

Recommendations

1. Analysis of EU regulations and relat-
ed documents to define the mandato-
ry/non-mandatory scope of work for eval-
uations in the 2014 – 2020 period.
2. Analysis of 2007–2013 ToR                      
documents. 
3. Development of a draft structure and 
table of contents for the ‘ToR Template’  
for the 2014 – 2020 period.
4. Workshop with MAs to discuss draft 
documents and next steps.
5. Final version and dissemination.

Steps of Implementation
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• ToR Templates could be done at the 
EU level to support all MAs and reduce 
the administrative burden. This would 
allow for more certainty about which re-
quirements need to be fulfilled.
• Member States with regional program-
ming should find synergies between 
their RDPs. Monitoring and Evaluation 
Networks/NRN should be used to devel-
op/provide joint documents.

16 Regional        
Länder

TERMS OF REFERENCE TEMPLATE FOR MONITORING & EVALUATION 
2014 – 2020 

MID-TERM 
EVALUATION 

2007-2013

EX POST 
EVALUATION 

2007 -2013

EVALUATION FOR 
AIR 2017

ONGOING 
EVALUATION

EVALUATION FOR  THE AIR 2019
PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT

“Support for the implementation of the 
EU’s M&E framework, especially con-
cerning indicators and methods on all 
levels for monitoring performance and 
evaluation.” 


