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Connecting policies: the bigger EIP picture: 
How to find each other? => AKIS needed



Focus on environment & 
climate (65%)
 Sustainable pest/disease 

control
 Smart fertilisation / Soil 

quality
 Animal and plant health
 Supply chain innovation
 Biodiversity management
 Organic farming 

productivity
 Digital-based solutions
 ...and moreSource: European Commission – official data in SFC (May 2021)

Note: dissemination obligation only after the project finished, so not all running projects are included
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A wide variety of OG project subjects: 
Green Deal ‘avant la lettre’: already 65% of OGs on env/climate issues

OG projects even act as 
a test bed for CAP 
measures (AECM, ES,…)
(see IE example - EIP seminar Sep 2021)
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-

agri-seminar-cap-strategic-plans-key-role-akis



"The value of an 
idea lies in the 
using of it."
Thomas Alva Edison –
inventor of the light bulb

Having potential innovative knowledge is one
thing, turning it into reality is another. 
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Reminder:

• Reporting on OGs: legal basis Art 114 (in R.1305: art 53)

• Same EIP-AGRI common format, same common format template in SFC 

This was already in the EIP guidelines, and in practice done by all MS, but is NOW in 
the regulation : not only disseminating outcomes after projects finish, but :

• “Operational Groups shall disseminate a summary of their plans and the results of 
their projects, in particular through the CAP networks”

• Why? To ensure OGs can be found as from the start of the project, enabling 
interlinkages within CAP and H2020.  EXTRA: Art 113 now enables different OGs to 
coollaborate already during their project

The content of reporting in SFC – identical to the 
period 2014-2020



In brief:

• EIP common format to report on the output of EIP projects across the EU: focus on 
establishing contacts and spreading information ("practice abstracts") and preserve 
practical knowledge on the longer term, after projects ended

• The Excel version of the common format remains available for reference under the 
SFC support portal: https://ec.europa.eu/sfc/en/2014/support-ms/eip (e.g. to facilitate 
exchange of information with OGs) – this weblink may change in the new SFC 
version post 2020 !

• “Practice abstracts” explain:

1) problem
2) solution
3) essential practical aspects

Reporting in SFC – identical to the period 2014-2020



• Short and attractive title (one key sentence, max 150 char.)

• Short info in easily understandable language (max 1500 char. = 20 lines) 
='practice abstracts':

• What problem will the knowledge generated solve for the end-user? 

• What will be the main benefits to the practitioner?

• Main recommendation including practical info

• Contact data: Project coordinator (+ address, e-mail, telephone), text
editor, project partners (+ address, e-mail, telephone), geographical
location, project period, funding source & budget, link to project website and
to a website where info stays long-term available

CONTENT: What info is to be shared through the 
EIP common format for practitioners?



Application of zeolite to reduce nitrates concentration in growing media and soil 

Areas like the Albenga plain in Liguria Region (Italy) are classified as “areas vulnerable to nitrates” and are under 
specific legislation to limit nitrate contamination of superficial and deep water bodies.

The addition of zeolite to the source of nitrogen can improve the nitrogen use efficiency and reduce the 
environmental impact caused by nitrates leaching. Thanks to the specific atomic structure of clinoptilolite (a kind of 
zeolite) nitrifying bacteria are stopped from entering the tiny pores of the clinoptilolite. The ammonium is held 
internally on the cation-exchange sites and is not likely to be leached out easily as water passes through. As a 
consequence, nitrification and thus nitrate leaching is reduced. Secondly, zeolites improve nitrogen use efficiency 
because they act as a medium that slowly releases fertilisers. 

Trials in the Albenga area have demonstrated that the addition of zeolite to the soil substrate both  in open field 
(vegetables) and in greenhouse (ornamentals) lead to a reduction of nitrates concentration in the substrate.

For the best result, add clinoptilolite at a rate of 3% weight/weight when preparing the substrate for crop cultivation:

for potted plants: mixed in the peat based substrate (normally added with slow release fertiliser);

for open field cultivation: mixed in the first 20-30 cm of soil through tillage.

An example of a “practice abstract” from Fertinnowa



1. Collect and share innovative outcomes of 3200+ EIP OGs from current CAP, and 
of 190 H2020 multi-actor projects + future Horizon Europe MA projects ( + filtering & 
translating)

2. Connect OGs with Horizon projects = great added value. The Horizon 2020/Horizon 
Europe (HE) dimension of  the EIP-AGRI induces the need for intensifying CAP 
innovation networking and regular and efficient interaction with Horizon Europe 
National Contact Points. Keep your inventory of OGs and advisors up to date!

3. EIP website + national (AKIS) knowledge reservoirs for practice simultaneously being 
prepared under H2020: ensure interoperability!

4. All this material provides great input for local AKIS actors (farmers, advisors, 
education, trainers, media, businesses, researchers,..): training for farmers and for 
advisors, peer-to-peer events, demonstrations, website, e-learning, ISS etc

5. Organising events to link and network AKIS actors for further cooperation

How can CAP networks make use of the collected data?



Filling out the EIP 
common format  in 

SFC



1: Create a new EIP-AGRI project



2: Provide main information and save



3: Complete each section, validate, submit



Building and linking AKISs across the EU 

Speed up creativity and 
practice application

Better connectivity and 
quicker circulation of 

information 



Speeding up knowledge exchange and innovation 2.0

Thanks for your attention
Inge Van Oost – DG AGRI Unit B.2 – Research and Innovation

Inge.Van-Oost@ec.europa.eu



Questions?


