
Rural Development and FADN

Presentation to the Expert 

Committee of RD programmes 

2 July 2010



2

Plan

1. Introduction to EU FADN

2. RD in FADN: possibilities and limitations

3. Where can you find more information?



3

1. Introduction to EU FADN

• Farm Accountancy Data Network (FADN)

• What?

– EU-wide system of yearly sample surveys 

– collect structural and accountancy data on farms

• Why?

– to monitor income and business activities of 

agricultural holdings 

– to evaluate impacts of the Common Agricultural 

Policy measures
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1. Introduction to EU FADN
• Who?

– Only from farms exceeding a minimum economic size 

– EU FADN 2007 sample = 78000 farms, which represent after 

extrapolation about 5.4 millions farms out of a total of 14 millions 

in the whole population in EU-27

– Covers more than 90% of agricultural production, UAA and 

LU

• When?

– Since 1965

– Data from 1989 to 2007

• How does it differ?

– only source of harmonised micro-economic farm data for the EU

• EU FADN / national FADNs (differences, more details…)
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2. RD in FADN

• Coverage:

– RD policy scope broader than FADN 
coverage

– But some RD measures for farmers only or 
mainly and major part of public expenditure

• Classification variables: 

– Less-favoured areas (LFA)

– Areas with environmental restrictions
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2. RD in FADN

• Rural Development payments: 

– Only amounts actually received during the accounting year

– Total subsidy (EU + national + private)

– Only some RD payments are individualised: 

• LFA

• agri-environment

• afforestation

• other forestry measures

• implementing demanding standards

• use of farm advisory services

– Subsidies on investments mixed with possible national aids

– Complementary National Direct Payments not registered under specific RD 

codes and may be mixed up with national aids
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2. RD in FADN

• Possibilities:

– FADN can be used to estimate « GVA change indicators » (CMEF)

– Background knowledge of RD support received by EU farms (LFA/ agri-

environment/ investments subsidies/ total RD)

• Comparison by type of farming

• Comparison by region

– To study the characteristics of RD recipients (LFA/ agri-environment/ 

investments subsidies/ total RD)

– To analyse the link between RD support (LFA/ agri-environment/ investments 

subsidies/ total RD) and

• income 

• assets
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RD support / 1rst pillar
Comparison RD support w ith first pillar direct 

payments (average 2000-2006, €/AWU)
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RD support / 1rst pillar by type of 

farming
Comparison RD support w ith first pillar direct payments by type of farming (average 2000-2006, 

€/AWU) EU-25 
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Structure indicators by category, EU-25

Structure indicators (average 2000-2006) 
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Income and public support
Income and public support  indicators EU-25 (average 2000-2006)
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2. RD in FADN
• Limitations:

– Low coverage:

• Amounts attributable to RD in FADN 2000-2006 : 49% of the total RD expenditures

– Difference of scope

– for the EU-12 Member States CNDPs out

– some payments 2000-2006 received later

– the effects of selection and weighting (FADN methodology)

– inappropriate recording in FADN

• Coverage varies a lot according to the Member State considered

• For number of beneficiaries and total expenditures, use other databases (paying 

agencies)

– Only few measures separated (and AEM not specified..) and small size of the 

sample for some of them (investments subisidies)

– Origin of the fund not known (EU / national / private)



13

3. Where can you find more 

information? 

• Access to FADN data at national level: 

– Contact the national FADN service:

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rica/liaisonagency_en.cfm

Some national FADN 

have more detailed 

information by farm than 

EU FADN

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rica/liaisonagency_en.cfm
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3. Where can you find more 

information?

• EU FADN public database:

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rica/database/database.cfm

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rica/database/database.cfm


15

3. Where can you find more 

information?

• Reports on RD issues based on EU FADN data
– RD in EU farms (2000-2006)
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/analysis/fadn/reports/rd0201_report_final.pdf

– Reports on LFA

• Overview

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/analysis/fadn/reports/rd0101_overview_lfa.pdf

• LFA other than mountain

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/analysis/fadn/reports/rd0102_focus_lfa.pdf

– Webpage with all reports:

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/analysis/fadn/index_en.htm
• Our website:

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rica/index.cfm

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/analysis/fadn/reports/rd0201_report_final.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/analysis/fadn/reports/rd0101_overview_lfa.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/analysis/fadn/reports/rd0102_focus_lfa.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/analysis/fadn/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rica/index.cfm
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Thank you for your attention


