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Irish Beef Industry 
• Irish beef, renowned worldwide for its quality, is produced to the 

highest standards of food safety.  

• Ireland is the largest net exporter of beef in Europe and the fourth 

largest net exporter of beef in the world.  

• The most dominant  

enterprise on  

the majority of  

Irish farms:  

90,000 with  

cattle enterprise;  

60,000 suckler with  

average herd  

size of 17 cows  

 



Challenges in beef production  
• Poor technical performance; needs significant 

technical innovation 

• Without producer technical innovation the outlook 

for beef profitability is poor. 
 



Aims to develop a road 

map for profitable beef 

production through 

improving technical 

efficiency within the farm 

gate. 
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Challenges 

 Mandatory 
• The farm finance challenge: 

• Farm safety challenge 

• The two-tonne grass growth challenge 

 

Optional 

• The Breeding Challenge 

• Herd health challenge 

• The soil health challenge 

• The farm green farming challenge 

• Meet the markets challenge 

• The mixed grazing challenge 

• The farm structures/labour challenge 



Communication Tools 

 

Communication Instrument When 

Media articles Published weekly by media partner and 

Teagasc (Farmers Journal) 

Social media posts Published daily by advisers and media partner. 

Video also used. 

Open Farm Walks 8-9 per year 

Booklet Produced for Open farm walks 

Stakeholder meetings Three per year 

Scientific papers On completion of trials, presented at national 

conferences. 

Management Meeting Monthly 

Conference At end of programme. 

BETTER Farm Village At national Beef event every two years. 



• Weekly updates 



 


