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Smart Villages is a relatively new concept that was launched by the European 
Commission – and supported by the European Parliament - through the EU Action for 
Smart Villages in 2017.  Between 2018 and 2019, the Pilot Project on Smart Eco-social 
Villages – coordinated by DG AGRI - was launched with the aim of providing a 
comprehensive definition for Smart Villages (see below) and identifying relevant good 
practices and case studies. 

Una delle novità introdotte dal Piano Strategico della PAC italiano (2023-27) è il 
supporto agli Smart village (piccoli comuni intelligenti) per rafforzare la resilienza e 
la sostenibilità delle comunità rurali.

L’intervento sostiene la preparazione e l’attuazione di progetti integrati intesi come 
progetti di cooperazione articolati in una o più operazioni, condivisi da parte di gruppi 
di beneficiari, per favorire nelle aree rurali l’uso di soluzioni innovative, mettendo in 
atto anche eventuali soluzioni offerte dalle tecnologie digitali e dalla multifunzionalità 
agricola e forestale, capaci di: generare ricadute positive economiche, sociali e 
ambientali; contrastare fenomeni di spopolamento e abbandono; rafforzare le relazioni 
e scambi fra le zone rurali e/o con quelle urbane





Come possiamo provare a rispondere alla domanda:

Sono uno Smart Village se…??

Possiamo prendere in considerazione e mettere giù dimensioni, variabili, criteri, 
indicatori significativi per determinare la “smart-ability” di un’area (LEADER)?



Smart villages are communities in rural areas that use innovative 
solutions to improve their resilience, building on local strengths 
and opportunities. 
They rely on a participatory approach to develop and implement 
their strategy to improve their economic, social and/or 
environmental conditions, in particular by mobilising solutions 
offered by digital technologies. 
Smart villages benefit from cooperation and alliances with other 
communities and actors in rural and urban areas. 
The initiation and the implementation of smart village strategies 
may build on existing initiatives and can be funded by a variety of 
public and private sources. 

Source: Pilot project: Smart eco-social villages, Ecorys Final Report, EC, 2019. 

First warning!
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