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Challenges identified by IMAJINE
1. Appropriately scaled data is required to understand local patterns of
inequalities in growth and development
2. Patterns of growth in regions are influenced by what is happening in
neighbouring regions
3. The drivers of socio-economic inequalities and differential rates of
development vary between and within regions

4. EU Structural Funds programmes have differing impacts on between-region
and within-region inequalities
5. Public perceptions of the impacts of programmes may differ from statistical
metrics

Outputs
Local Level Database for Socio-Economic Indicators
o What? Database of estimated local level data for indicators of socio-economic inequalities
modelled through the disaggregation of NUTS2/NUTS3 level data using spatial data estimation
techniques.
o Indicators included: Household income; population at risk of poverty or social exclusion (other
contextual local level data also included)
o Scale: Generally LAU2 (Municipalities, districts) (varies by country)
o Coverage: Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Poland,
Portugal, Romania, Spain, Sweden, UK.
o Can be used for: Identifying baseline indicators for evaluation; Assessing geographical impacts
relative to local patterns of inequality

Available at: http://imajine-project.eu/result/other/
Source: IMAJINE Deliverable D2.3 (Universidad de Oviedo, Ud’A Chieta-Pescara, Aberystwyth University)

Example screen shots for Portugal
from the database

Source: IMAJINE Deliverable D2.3 (Universidad de Oviedo, Ud’A Chieta-Pescara, Aberystwyth University)

Outputs
Composite Indicator for Local Development
o What? Experimental construction of a multi-dimensional indicator of levels of local
development and indicator, showing overall index and identifying the most significant factor
explaining inequalities between local territories
o Variables: Wealth, unemployment, agricultural employment, level of education, population at
risk of poverty or social exclusion
o Scale: Municipalities/communes
o Coverage: France, Italy, Spain
o Can be used for: Connecting evaluation of programme outcomes to drivers of geographical
inequalities at the local scale
o Maps available in IMAJINE D3.3 at: http://imajine-project.eu/result/project-reports/
Source: IMAJINE Deliverable D3.3 (Ud’A Chieta-Pescara, Universidad de Oviedo, Harokopio University Athens)

Maps showing the leading drivers of local-scale inequalities
in the composite indicator for France, Italy and Spain

Source: IMAJINE Deliverable D2.3 (Universidad de Oviedo, Ud’A Chieta-Pescara, Aberystwyth University)

Summary
➢ Research in the IMAJINE project has highlighted the complexity of local-scale
patterns of socio-economic inequalities and development
➢ Conventional data is commonly not available at an appropriate scale to reveal
these patterns
➢ In response, IMAJINE has used disaggregation techniques to estimate localscale data for household income and % of population at risk of poverty or social
exclusion, and econometric methods to identify the main local-scale inequalities
➢ These data can be applied to more closely target evaluation of rural
development initiatives by enabling impacts to be assessed in relation to local
scale patterns of uneven development

