
Agriculture
and Rural 
Development

FADN data requests

1



2

The Farm Accountancy Data Network (FADN) is an instrument
(survey) for evaluating the income of agricultural holdings and
the impacts of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).

Established in 1965.

Number of EU Member States

Number of annual FADN Farm returns
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FADN data access procedure in 
short
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Three groups of IFD requestors
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• The procedure distinguishes three types of request

 Type 1 – EU Institutional project meaning projects of any 
EU institution or body

 Type 2 – EU Contract project meaning a project under a 
contract/agreement of any other than DG AGRI Commission 
service or EU institution or body. Both types require an 
approval of the Head of Unit C.3 who can refer to the IFDC 
and Director 

 Type 3 – External request means any other than types 1 or 
2 and includes among others independent researchers, 
research institutions or their consortia. All research 
subsidized by the EU (FPs e.g. Horizon 2020). Approval 
begins with assessment of DG AGRI C.3 then is presented 
to IFDC for evaluation and opinion. The Director of DG AGRI 
C Direction takes the decision.
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FADN data access principles (1) 
FADN data are anonymous. 
No natural person can be identified directly or indirectly on the basis of FADN 
data, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification 
number, location data or to one or more factors specific to the economic identity 
of that natural person. 

No access is given to data of sample farms recruited from very small populations 
(1-5) of similar farms in terms of their type and economic size class

Fictitious (encrypted) farm numbers are used instead of those reported by 
Member States

The time limit of access is that contained in the data access agreement, and it 
should be as short as possible

The only persons authorised to access the data are restricted to those listed in the 
agreement between DG AGRI C.3

The default limit of data variables to which access can be granted is 300 (three 
hundred) and the limit of data years is 10
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Data cannot be communicated to third parties

Not to make available in any form a result based on fewer than 15 observations 
(holdings)

Not to publish a result or set of results which could facilitate identification of a 
farm or farms

Not to combine the FADN data with other data or sources of information in a way 
that endanger the "non-personal" character of the FADN data

Ensure safe storage of the individual FADN data in the IT infrastructure not 
traceable, not accessible by searching Internet or similar networks, not accessible 
to any publically available commercial data storage providers, and exclude any 
other unauthorized access to the data

The Beneficiaries undertake to irrecoverably erase all the FADN individual data 
provided for the Project when the project is completed, abandoned or when the 
deadline for the access to data expires

The Beneficiaries agree to be controlled by the European Commission services at 
any time on matters, which relate to the use of the individual FADN data and 
commit to facilitate such controls.

FADN data access principles (2) 



IFD requests by owners’ country
2017-2019 (till 15 September)
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IFD requests by owner type
2017-2019 (till 15 September)
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IFD requests by subject
2017-2019 (till 15 September)
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Availability of the Member States' 
FADN results online
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date when verified: 30/09-01/10/2019
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