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Assessing the socio-economic impact of digitalisation in rural areas

Our point of departure

Digitalisation does not occur as the 
effect of ‘innovation uptake’ but as a 
transformation of a socio-technical

system
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Humanising digitalisation



Assessing the socio-economic impact of digitalisation in rural areas

Content of the presentation

• Goals and main achievements of DESIRA

• Clarification of concepts

• The DESIRA conceptual framework

• The Inventory of digital tools

• Modelling broadband access impact on economic growth
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Assessing the socio-economic impact of digitalisation in rural areas

What is the goal of DESIRA?

Improve the capacity of society and political bodies to respond 
to the challenges of digitalisation in rural areas, agriculture and 

forestry
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Main achievements

Conceptual
development

Conceptual 
framework

Pan-European socio-
economic assessment

SESI indicators

Education, 
dissemination

Capacity
development

Inventory

Taxonomy

LL Training

Practice abstracts

Technology 
development

Virtual Research 
Environment

Dashboard

Policy 
influence

Rural Digitalisation
Forum

Participation to 
policy conferences
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Assessing the socio-economic impact of digitalisation in rural areas

Filling the knowledge gaps

Digitisation vs digitalisation

Socio-cyber-physical system

Taxonomy of game changers and of their impact

Inventory of digital technologies

Pan-European assessment
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Digitization

Process by which analogic information is codified into 
numbers
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Digitalisation

A reorganisation of human activities in relation 
to digitisation
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Conceptual framework
Studying digitalisation: Socio-cyber physical systems
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Inventory 
of digital 
tools (DGC)



Under which conditions are digital 
technologies game changers?

11Desi index 2020



Strengthening the capacity of rural actors: the inventory of 
digital tools

Taxonomy of impacts

Taxonomy of 
digital technologies

Toolkit of digital tools
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Assessing digitalisation: Living Labs

Focal 
question

Needs and 
expectations

As-is system

• Assessment of 
the current scps

Scenario assessment

• Plausible/ desirable futures

To-be system

• Use cases
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DESIRA Living Labs
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Modelling 
broadband 
impact 
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ANALYSIS AT NUTS3 LEVEL OF 
BROADBAND DISTRIBUTION

ANALYSING THE IMPACT ON 
GROWTH
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Pan-European analysis

ANALYSIS AT NUTS3 
LEVEL OF BROADBAND 
COVERAGE OF RURAL 

HOUSEHOLDS

ANALYSING THE IMPACT 
ON GROWTH
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Uptake of societal concerns
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A framework for the analysis of impact

Design-related conditions

Access-related conditions

System-related conditions



@DesiraH2020

@DESIRA.H2020

DESIRA H2020

DESIRA H2020

Thank you & follow us online!


