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overview

• rural development programming period 2014-
2020

• the Austrian Program ÖPUL 2015 contains 
following measures:
– 19 Agri-environment-climate measures
– 1 Organic farming
– 1 Natura 2000
– 2 Animal welfare

• Mainly because of technical reasons 44 
measures!
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importance of ÖPUL in Austria

• approx. 40 % of RDP-budget
• about 450 m. € per year
• more than 90.000 farms
• participation rate above 80 % of IACS-farms
• affected area 85 %
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measures ÖPUL 2015

Art. 28 regulation (EU) no. 1305/2013
Agri-environment-climate

Art. 29
Organic
farming

Art. 30
Natura 2000

Art. 34
Animal
welfare

General Arable land Grassland Permanent 
crops

Environmental
ly friendly and
biodiversity 
promoting
mmt. (incl. lsf)

Renouncemen
t of fungicides 
and
growth 
regulators

Direct seeding 
and seeding 
on
mulch

Renouncemen
t of silage

Erosion 
protection in 
vineyards,
fruits and hops

Organic
farming (incl. 
landscape
features)

Natura 2000 –
Agriculture

Animal 
welfare/
grazing of 
livestock for 
cattle, sheep 
and goatsLimitation of 

yield 
increasing
inputs

Cultivation of 
rare 
agricultural
plants

Preventative
groundwater
protection
(regional)

Cultivation of
mowed
mountain-
grassland

Insecticide
renouncement 
in vineyards 
and hops

Organic
farming – part
farm

Maintenance 
of endangered
livestock 
breeds

Greening of 
arable land/
intermediate 
crops

Management 
of areas
particularly 
threatened by 
leaching

Mountain 
grazing and
herding

Herbicide 
renouncement 
in
vineyards and 
hops

Organic
farming –
beekeeping

Animal
welfare/
stable
for bulls, pigs
and sows

Surface-near 
spreading of 
liquid
farm manure

Greening of 
arable land/
system 
„Evergreen“

Preventative 
surface water
protection on 
arable land 
(regional)

Preventative
groundwater
protection
(regional)

Use of 
beneficial 
organisms
in 
greenhouses

Nature 
conservation, 
Nature plans,
Monitoring, 
result oriented
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administration (1)

• processing on the basis of IACS in an oracle-
database

• AMA as paying agency
– execution of payments
– granting subsidies
– checks and controls
– reclaim of aids

• delegated bodies  provincial government
– concerning “organic farming”: reporting of accredited 

organic farms
– concerning “nature conservation”: issuing project 

confirmations
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administration (2)

• delegated bodies  livestock breeding 
associations
– concerning “rare livestock breeds”
– confirming purity of breeding and entry in a herd book

• agricultural chambers in districts
– information and advice
– online data-input on behalf of farmers
– serving documents



INTEGRATED ADMINISTRATION AND 
CONTROL SYSTEM (IACS) IN AUSTRIA

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
tasks: - liaison to the European Commission

- national rules and regulations
- interpretation of principle policies

AGRARMARKT AUSTRIA
digital
layers

animal
register

centralised register

data input
project

confirmation

herd book
entry

IACS-GIS

AGRICULTURAL 
CHAMBERS

• advising / counselling
• data entry by order of 

applicants

• determination of reference-parcels
• on the spot-inspections
• administrative controls
• payment decision and calculation of payment
• written decisions to the beneficiaries
• working on objections

nature 
conservation 
departments 

(9 state 
governments)

livestock 
breeding 

organizations
(18 responsible 
organisations)

FARMERS

data input
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application process

• only online applications
• area-aids with graphically application and full 

digitalisation of farmland
• service-platform www.eama.at
• information-platform www.ama.at

http://www.eama.at/
http://www.ama.at/
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portal
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application of measures
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LPIS layers (1)

• digital orthophotos
• infrared pictures
• satellite images
• digital cadastre
• digital steepness model
• financial land taxation
• less favoured areas
• Natura 2000
• environmentally sensitive grassland
• landscape features (CC, GAEC 7, AECM)
• buffer strips for surface water
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LPIS layers (2)

• ground water regions
• consolidation of landparcels
• national parks
• sea level
• reference parcels

– agricultural area
– landscape features
– reduction factors for pastures

• ecological focus areas
• application data

– field parcels
– cultures, AECM-codes, wintergreening
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data analysis

• trimming of LPIS-layers by producing shape-files 
or alpha numerical data

• connection to cattle register
• connection to rare breeds register
• on the spot check-results also in graphical 

format
• additional information for rare agricultural plants 

(culture, variety)
• output of the premium calculation is laid down in 

graphical format
premium analysis for each square metre is 
possible
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resources

• GIS-client bought from intergraph
• individual adaptions by internal team with skilled 

workers and IT-specialists
• expense for GIS-application in  man-days:

year IT operating
dept. sum

2014 789 118 907
2015 904 82 986

(2016) 510 71 581
sum 2.203 271 2.474
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solutions/problems/recommendations

• by new database new data-quality with nearly 
endless possibilities

• data privacy and access rights for evaluators are 
a solvable challenge

• huge data volume cause problems in
– storage capacity
– data transfer to external partners
– computing time/IT-performance
– concentrating on essentials
– never-ending potential for improvement/expansion
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