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WHAT IS THE CASE…?  
 
Cyprus, because of its geographic position on the east part of the Mediterranean 
Sea, plays a significand role for migrating species and especially birds: 
 
 
 

 
1. as a final destination or  
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. as an intermediate stop for rest and feed 
 
 
 
 

 
During migrating periods and especially during the autumn one, a phenomenon 
appears where the apiaries are been attacked by flocks of a certain avifaunal 
protected species (Merops apiaster). 
That phenomenon seems to be more intensive during autumn period because of: 
 
 
 

 
1. the low population sizes of other insects on Autumn period,  
 
 
 
 

 
2. the big populations of insects (bees) in areas near apiaries and 
 
 
 

 
3. the big populations of beeaters (after nesting period). 
 
 
 





1. The main factors that affect the arrival, the duration of stay and the departing period 
from Cyprus coastline, is rainfall and winds. Changes in barometric conditions of the 
wider area influence the thermal air waves, so migratory birds use that advantage to 
complete their migration path to either nesting or wintering areas.  
 
 
 

Results – Findings of the Study (1) 
  

2. The beeaters cause an inertial reaction in bees’ society, and the foraging bees stop 
leaving the beehive to collect nectar, pollen and water. The limitation of bees in the 
hives, has the multiple negative effects as:  
the queen stops to lay eggs, the brood rearing stops , the renewal of the population is 
impossible, the temperature in the beehive is not regulated (high temperatures) and leads 
to the loss of the scion and in many cases the whole beehive. Bees also become 
aggressive and hard to handle.  
 
 
 
 

3. The constant presence of beeaters in an apiary limits the bees in the hive and prevents 
flights for food and water. When the beeaters leave the area, the bees start gradually to 
make flights. About 60 minutes after the beeaters have left, the beehive starts working 
on a regular tempo. 
 
 
 



Results – Findings of the Study (2) 
  

4. Although there is a big variety of methods available for intimidation and expulsion of 
birds, none by it self or in combination with other methods gave positive results (chase 
the beeaters away from apiaries). Some of the methods applied were: butane canons 
(explosion), device that reproduces predatory bird sounds, appearance of natural 
predators (Falco tinnunculs, Buteo buteo), gun shots in the air, alarm sounds of beeters. 
 
 
5. The beehives loss rate depends on various manipulations that can be applied by the 
beekeeper. Maintaining strong and healthy bee colonies with new and good queen, 
providing stimulant feedings and placing gyreopittas during the period of appearance of 
birds etc., may reduce the loss of wintering from the presence of beeaters. 
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